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Synopsis

Wives of the Leopard explores power and culture in a pre-colonial West African state whose army of
women and practice of human sacrifice earned it notoriety in the racist imagination of late
nineteenth-century Europe and America. Tracing two hundred years of the history of Dahomey up to
the French colonial conquest in 1894, the book follows change in two central institutions. One was
the monarchy, the coalitions of men and women who seized and wielded power in the name of the
king. The second was the palace, a household of several thousand wives of the king who supported
and managed state functions.Looking at Dahomey against the backdrop of the Atlantic slave trade
and the growth of European imperialism, Edan G. Bay reaches for a distinctly Dahomean
perspective as she weaves together evidence drawn from travelers’ memoirs and local oral
accounts, from the religious practices of vodun, and from ethnographic studies of the twentieth
century. Wives of the Leopard thoroughly integrates gender into the political analysis of state
systems, effectively creating a social history of power. More broadly, it argues that women as a
whole and men of the lower classes were gradually squeezed out of access to power as economic
resources contracted with the decline of the slave trade in the nineteenth century. In these and other
ways, the book provides an accessible portrait of Dahomey’s complex and fascinating culture

without exoticizing it.

Book Information

Paperback: 392 pages

Publisher: University of Virginia Press (July 29, 1998)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0813917921

ISBN-13: 978-0813917924

Product Dimensions: 6 x 0.9 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 12.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.7 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (3 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #643,991 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #73 inA Books > Gay & Lesbian >
Nonfiction > Activism #270 inA Books > History > Africa > South Africa #283 inA Books > History

> World > Slavery & Emancipation

Customer Reviews

A very interesting and generally well written analysis of the monarchy of the west African kingdom of

Dahomey from the early 18th century to its extinction by the French at the end of the 19th century.



Bay particularly emphasizes the roles of women in the Dahomean monarchy and rule of the
Dahomean state. Eighteenth and 19th century European accounts of Dahomey described 2
somewhat distinctive features of the Dahomean state; the royal court was almost entirely populated
by women and a substantial fraction of the Dahomean army was female. A good part of the book is
devoted to understanding these analomous features. Bay’s reconstruction and analysis is
impressive in good part because of the limited source material. She draws on prior histories,
contemporary European accounts, anthopological studies of 20th century Dahomean life, and a
substantial body of oral traditions collected in the 20th century. A particularly interesting and fruitful
approach is analysis of changes in Dahomean religious practice. Given the close correspondence in
the Dahomean world view between the physical and spirit worlds, changes in religious
practice-beliefs are a guide to changes in the structure of Dahomean society.Analyzing the
foundation myth of the Dahomean royal lineage, Bay suggests that the monarchy was established
by outsiders in what became the heartland of the Dahomean state. Bay suggests that the success
of the outsiders was due in good part to a series of implicit partnerships - power sharing of a sort
between the royal lineage and commoners, between the outsiders and the natives of the heartland,
and an adaptation of the traditional patrilineal system to feature an unusually large role for women in

the Dahomean monarchy.

Download to continue reading...

Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey The Guide to
Owning a Leopard Gecko/ Leopard Geckos: Identification, Care, & Breeding The Snow Leopard’s
Mate: BBW Snow Leopard Shifter Paranormal Romance Pray Thy Kingdom Come: Effectively
Praying the Powerful Kingdom of God into your life, from Heaven’s Perspective (Prayer,
Intercession, Kingdom of God, Spiritual Warfare, Effective Results) Re-Visioning Family Therapy,
Second Edition: Race, Culture, and Gender in Clinical Practice (Revisioning Family Therapy: Race,
Culture, & Gender in) Community Activism and Feminist Politics: Organizing Across Race, Class,
and Gender (Perspectives on Gender) Gilbert and Sullivan: Gender, Genre, Parody (Gender and
Culture Series) Bonds of Blood: Gender, Lifecycle, and Sacrifice in Aztec Culture (Early Modern
History: Society and Culture) Voices From Iran: The Changing Lives of Iranian Women (Gender,
Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) Co-wives and Calabashes: 1st Edition (Women and Culture
Series) Becoming a Supple Leopard 2nd Edition: The Ultimate Guide to Resolving Pain, Preventing
Injury, and Optimizing Athletic Performance Becoming a Supple Leopard: The Ultimate Guide to
Resolving Pain, Preventing Injury, and Optimizing Athletic Performance Sulcata and Leopard

Tortoises (Complete Herp Care) Mac OS X Snow Leopard: The Missing Manual (Missing Manuals)


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/read-book/5V2Rb/wives-of-the-leopard-gender-politics-and-culture-in-the-kingdom-of-dahomey.pdf?r=kFOItS%2BFUw52eu4ZWm7sfvj3Bf0eKGEzfn4MS0U4nNs%3D

Leopard 1 Main Battle Tank 1965-95 (New Vanguard) CHRISTINE FEEHAN: SERIES READING
ORDER & CHECKLIST.: SERIES LISTING INCLUDES: DARK SERIES, LEOPARD SERIES,
GHOSTWALKERS, SEA HAVEN #1, #2, SHADOW SERIES ... Reading Order & Checklists Series
Book 47) Gender Selection: The Complete Guide: Choose the Sex of Your Baby with Easy and
Proven Natural Methods (Gender Selection Methods) My New Gender Workbook: A Step-by-Step
Guide to Achieving World Peace Through Gender Anarchy and Sex Positivity The Gender Creative
Child: Pathways for Nurturing and Supporting Children Who Live Outside Gender Boxes Gender
Swapped by the Game (Gender Swap, Virtual Reality, Erotica) (EroticRPG Book 1)

Dmca


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/dmca

